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(2) that is set at a level that will ensure re-

covery of the full costs of such processing 
and any additional costs associated with the 
administration of the fees collected. 

(h) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT REQUIRED.— 
Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and Secretary of Defense 
shall jointly submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report that includes— 

(1) a plan for implementing the authorities 
provided under this section; and 

(2) identification of any additional authori-
ties that may be required to assist the Secre-
taries in fully implementing this section. 

(i) PROGRAM EVALUATION AND REPORT.— 
(1) EVALUATION.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall conduct an evalua-
tion of the competitive program and special 
immigrant program described in subsections 
(a) through (g). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2026, 
the Comptroller General shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
on the results of the evaluation conducted 
under paragraph (1). 

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives. 

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY INNOVATION BASE.— 
The term ‘‘National Security Innovation 
Base’’ means the network of persons and or-
ganizations, including Federal agencies, in-
stitutions of higher education, federally 
funded research and development centers, 
defense industrial base entities, nonprofit or-
ganizations, commercial entities, and ven-
ture capital firms that are engaged in the 
military and nonmilitary research, develop-
ment, funding, and production of innovative 
technologies that support the national secu-
rity of the United States. 

SA 4548. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 3867 submitted by 
Mr. REED and intended to be proposed 
to the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 744. DELAY OF COVID–19 VACCINE MANDATE 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES AND ADDITIONAL REQUIRE-
MENTS RELATING TO RELIGIOUS AC-
COMMODATIONS. 

(a) DELAY OF VACCINE MANDATE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may not require members 
of the Armed Forces to receive the vaccina-
tion for coronavirus disease 2019 (commonly 
known as ‘‘COVID–19’’) or penalize such 
members for not receiving such vaccine until 
the date on which all religious and medical 
accommodation requests filed before Decem-
ber 1, 2022, seeking an exemption from such 
a requirement have been individually evalu-
ated with a final determination and all ap-
peal processes in connection with any such 
requests have been exhausted. 

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION RELATING TO 
COVID–19 VACCINATION.—A member of the 
Armed Forces whose religious accommoda-

tion request relating to the vaccination for 
coronavirus disease 2019 is denied without 
written individualized consideration or con-
sultation with the Office of the Chief of 
Chaplains for the military department con-
cerned to confirm that there is a compelling 
interest in having the member receive such 
vaccination and that mandating vaccination 
is the least restrictive means of furthering 
that interest shall have a cause of action for 
financial damages caused by the harm to 
their military career, retirement, or bene-
fits. 

(c) CONSULTATION WITH OFFICES OF CHIEF 
OF CHAPLAINS REGARDING RELIGIOUS ACCOM-
MODATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The final accommodation 
authority for each military department shall 
consult with the Office of the Chief of Chap-
lains for the military department concerned 
before denying any religious accommodation 
request. 

(2) PROCEDURES FOR RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION 
REQUESTS.—The Secretary of Defense shall 
consult with the members of the Armed 
Forces Chaplains Board in determining the 
general procedure for processing religious 
exemption requests. 

(3) DETERMINATIONS RELATING TO RELIGIOUS 
BELIEF OR CONSCIENCE.—No determinations 
shall be made regarding the sincerity of the 
religious belief or conscience of a member of 
the Armed Forces by the final accommoda-
tion authority without the documented con-
sultation of a chaplain with the member. 

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL INVESTIGATION RE-
GARDING RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 
COVID–19 VACCINATION MANDATE.—Not later 
than 60 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Defense shall complete an inves-
tigation into whether each of the military 
departments has complied with Federal law 
(including the Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.)), De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1300.17, and 
other policies of the military departments 
relevant to determining religious accom-
modations for the requirement that members 
of the Armed Forces receive the vaccination 
for coronavirus disease 2019. 

SA 4549. Mr. TUBERVILLE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 3867 sub-
mitted by Mr. REED and intended to be 
proposed to the bill H.R. 4350, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title XXXI, add 
the following: 
SEC. 3157. PRESERVATION AND STORAGE OF 

URANIUM-233 TO FOSTER DEVELOP-
MENT OF THORIUM MOLTEN-SALT 
REACTORS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Thorium molten-salt reactor tech-
nology was originally developed in the 
United States, primarily at the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in the State of Ten-
nessee. 

(2) Before the cancellation of the program 
in 1976, the technology developed at the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory was moving 
steadily toward efficient utilization of the 
natural thorium energy resource, which ex-
ists in substantial amounts in many parts of 
the United States and around the world. 

(3) The People’s Republic of China is 
known to be pursuing the development of 
molten salt reactor technology based on a 
thorium fuel cycle. 

(4) Thorium itself is not fissile, but fertile, 
and requires a fissile material to begin a nu-
clear chain reaction. 

(5) Uranium-233, derived from neutron ab-
sorption by natural thorium, is the ideal 
candidate for the fissile component of a tho-
rium reactor, and is the only fissile material 
candidate that can minimize the production 
of long-lived transuranic elements, which 
have proven a great challenge to the geo-
logic disposal of existing spent nuclear fuel. 

(6) Geologic disposal of spent nuclear fuel 
from conventional nuclear reactors con-
tinues to pose severe political and technical 
challenges, and costs the United States tax-
payer more than $500,000,000 annually in 
court-mandated awards to utilities. 

(7) The United States possesses the largest 
inventory of uranium-233 in the world, aggre-
gated at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) it is in the best economic and national 
security interests of the United States to re-
sume development of highly efficient tho-
rium molten-salt reactors that can minimize 
transuranic waste production, in consider-
ation of the pursuit by the People’s Republic 
of China of thorium molten-salt reactors and 
associated cooperative research agreements 
with United States national laboratories; 

(2) that the development of highly efficient 
thorium molten-salt reactors is consistent 
with section 1261 of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 2060), 
which declared long-term strategic competi-
tion with the People’s Republic of China as 
‘‘a principal priority for the United States’’; 
and 

(3) to resume such development, it is nec-
essary to preserve as much of the uranium- 
233 remaining at Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory as possible. 

(c) PRESERVATION AND STORAGE OF URA-
NIUM-233.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy 
shall seek every opportunity to preserve sep-
arated uranium-233, with the goal of fos-
tering development of thorium molten-salt 
reactors by United States industry. 

(2) DOWNBLENDING AND DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN 
URANIUM.—The Secretary may provide for 
the downblending and disposal of uranium- 
233 determined by industry experts not to be 
valuable for research and development of 
thorium molten-salt reactors or technology 
implementation. 

(d) INTERAGENCY COOPERATION.—The Sec-
retary of Energy, the Secretary of the Army 
(including the head of the Army Reactor Of-
fice), the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, and other rel-
evant agencies shall— 

(1) work together to preserve uranium-233; 
(2) if necessary, expedite transfers of ura-

nium-233 between the Department of Energy 
and the Department of Defense; and 

(3) seek the assistance of appropriate in-
dustrial or medical entities. 

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Energy shall submit to 
the congressional defense committees a re-
port that includes the following: 

(1) Details of the separated U-233 inventory 
that is most feasible for immediate or near- 
term transfer. 

(2) The costs of constructing or modifying 
a suitable category I facility for the secure, 
permanent storage of the U–233 inventory. 

(3) A pathway for National Asset Material 
designation. 
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